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APPA News

Michigan Public Power City Mulls
Replacements for Coal-Fired Plant
By Bob Matyi
Grand Haven, Michigan, on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan,
expects to decide later this year what will replace the city’s 70.4MW J.B. Sims coal-fired power plant after it generates its last
electrons on June 1, 2020, according to David Walters, general
manager of the local public power utility.
Any solution will most likely include the construction of a 3540 MW natural gas reciprocating internal combustion engine, or
RICE, plant on the footprint of the existing Sims station on Harbor
Island.
At its December meeting, the Grand Haven Board of Light and
Power agreed that whatever comes after Sims must have the ability
to continue powering the city’s downtown underground snowmelt
system, something Sims has done successfully for years.
“The board made a commitment to our City Council that local
generation would be part of our long-term power supply plan
and that our electric utility would continue to supply heat for the
downtown snowmelt system,” Walters said.
A new report prepared by Burns & McDonnell affirmed previous
local sentiment that Sims has reached the end of its useful life and
should be retired. The facility went into commercial operation in
1983.
Unlike many other retiring coal plants in the US, Sims’ pending
demise is due more to economic than environmental issues.
The local utility’s average load is around 36 MW to serve its
approximately 14,200 customers, though it can spike to near

“The board made a
commitment to our
City Council that local
generation would be
part of our long-term
power supply plan
and that our electric
utility would continue
to supply heat for the
downtown snowmelt
system.”

David Walters, General Manager,
Grand Haven Board of Light and Power

(See, Coal, continued on page 4)
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continued from page 3
70 MW during the summer months. In the past,
Grand Haven has sold Sims’ surplus power into the
wholesale market, earning revenue that helped defray
the plant’s operating costs.
But those off-system power sales have dried up as
Sims has found it increasingly difficult to compete
with lower-cost natural gas generation, Walters
said. “Sims is a high-cost resource now. That is the
primary reason we’re shutting it down. It has lost its
competitiveness in the wholesale marketplace.”
Sims is equipped with a scrubber to reduce sulfurdioxide and particulate emissions and complies with
current environmental regulations. However, the
utility would be forced to spend millions of dollars
over the next few years to replace aging equipment
and make other repairs to ensure its continued
operation during the next decade.
Burns and McDonnell is recommending the city
replace Sims with a new RICE plant. Such a project
most likely would cost approximately $45 million and
be financed through the issuance of local municipal
revenue bonds.
Natural gas would fuel the RICE plant. “Several years
ago, Black & Veatch conducted a study to determine
the best place to site a local gas-fired generation
facility.
The best site was determined to be the current Sims
plant property, he said. “The Sims plant is on Harbor
Island which is adjacent to our downtown district.”
Gas supply lines are already located on the island as
gas is used to start up Sims, “so there is adequate gas
supply to the site. There are also high-voltage electric
transmission lines that go to the island. These are
good reasons to build whatever follows Sims at that
same location.”
The tentative schedule calls for a new plant to be
in commercial operation by June 1, 2023. That is a
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full three years after Sims is expected to be retired,
and Grand Haven will require short-term capacity
and energy during the transition period. To do that,
Grand Haven plans on utilizing its membership in
the Michigan Public Power Agency (MPPA), a joint
action agency of 20 Michigan municipal electric
utilities.

“Sims is a high-cost resource
now. That is the primary
reason we’re shutting it down.
It has lost its competitiveness in
the wholesale marketplace.”

David Walters, General Manager,
Grand Haven Board of Light and Power

“Burns and McDonnell is currently working on a
project definition report to better define exactly what
the new facility may look like. I think a plan will
come to the board and council for approval in late
2019,” Walters said.
Burns & McDonnell cautioned against “overbuilding”
capacity to serve the needs of Grand Haven, which
is experiencing modest – about 0.5% – annual load
growth. If market conditions change in the future,
additional generating units can be added to the
Harbor Island facility “while avoiding the risk of
overbuilding today,” Burns & McDonnell said.
A new replacement power plant will only be part of a
more diverse power supply portfolio the utility plans
on developing with MPPA.
Whatever final compilation of resources this
portfolio contains, Walters said it is important for
the muni to maintain stable rates for its customers.
Currently, rates average around 12 cents/kWh, which
Walters concedes are “higher than our public power
neighbors. Our goal is to hold rates stable through the
transition, so the BLP can become more competitive.”
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Current Developments
Member News

East Lansing Solar Park
Becomes Operational
The Lansing Board of Water & Light, in partnership
with Michigan Energy Options and Pivot Energy, has
celebrated the opening of East Lansing Solar Park,
located on Burcham Dr. in East Lansing. The park,
which became operational on December 28, 2018,
has 1,000 solar panels that will produce 430,000 kWh
annually, enough to power around 60 homes.
“The BWL is proud to be a leader in renewable
energy, and we’re even more proud to offer our
customers the chance to be a part of it without having
to install panels on their home or business,” said
BWL General Manager Dick Peffley. “This solar park
will continue to provide BWL customers with cleaner
energy, as we remain committed to providing energy
efficiency and renewable energy to our customers.”
A total of 144 BWL residential and commercial
electric customers, including the City of East Lansing
and CATA, signed a 25-year lease and paid $399 per
panel to receive an annual credit of around $26 per
panel on their BWL electric utility bill for the solar
power produced.
“We are excited to join other members of our
community in supporting this local, environmentally
friendly project. Our investment in 300 solar panels
at the park brings us one step closer to our goal
of 100 percent clean energy, as outlined in East
Lansing City Council’s Strategic Priorities, and it
also aligns with the City of East Lansing’s Climate
Sustainability Plan,” said East Lansing City Manager
George Lahanas. “We would like to thank the BWL,
Community Energy Options and Pivot Energy for the
work they have done to make this exciting project a
reality.”
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“We are incredibly pleased to partner with both
the Lansing Board of Water & Light, and the City
of East Lansing on the solar park project,” said
CATA CEO Bradley T. Funkhouser. “It aligns
with our objective to implement sustainable
business practices and operations. In considering
and planning for CATA’s future – as well as that
of the region we serve – the solar park is a smart,
forward-thinking investment that is certain to result
in long-term energy efficiencies for CATA, thereby
increasing our community partners’ effectiveness
and making the City of East Lansing a great place to
live, work and play.”
The project, which was built on a retired landfill
site at E. Lansing’s Burcham Park, will also include
bee-friendly pollinators, native grasses, educational
signage and a sculpture by local artist, Jim
Cunningham.
“From the outset, we wanted this project not only
to produce clean, renewable energy but also be an
addition to the community of which people could
be proud to say: I helped to do this,” said John A.
Kinch, Executive Director of Michigan Energy
Options.
“We’re proud to partner with the Lansing Board
of Water & Light and Michigan Energy Options
to bring this long-awaited community solar park
online and giving local households and businesses
an opportunity to access solar energy,” said Pivot
Energy CEO, Rick Hunter. “This solar park will
make the Lansing area more sustainable and
represents another step in East Lansing’s Climate
Sustainability Plan to transition to cleaner, more
renewable energy options. Best of all, the city - and
many who surround it - will benefit economically
since subscribers, including the city government,
will save money on their utility bills.”
The Lansing Board of Water & Light has committed
to providing 30 percent clean energy by 2020 and 40
percent by 2030.
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Affiliate & Associate
Member News

MMEA Welcomes New
Associate Members
MMEA welcomes back Midwest Utility Sales, LLC,
a former member that has returned to the association.
The Manufacturer’s Rep Agency covers the electric
utility industry in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan and
Kentucky. Together they have over 60 years of
service to the Investor Owned Utilities, Rural Electric
Co-op’s, Municipal Electric Utilities and Electrical
Utility Distributors.
In 2011 Midwest Utility Sales purchased C.D.
Arnold Co., Inc. in Noblesville Indiana. C.D. The
combined agency is one of the premier manufacturers
rep agencies in the Midwest, representing some of
the finest and most respected manufacturers in the
Electrical Utility Industry.
Contact: Ed Ufkin, Sales Rep.
1268 Washboard Road
Bedford, IN 47402
Phone: 574-323-3506
Email: ed@midwestutilitysales.com
Web: midwestutilitysales.com
Electric Power Systems International is a
NETA Certified, Independent Electrical Testing
& Engineering Organization. They specialize in
commissioning, start up, and maintenance testing
for Utility, Industrial, Transit, Data Centers,
and Commercial Facilities. They are committed
to promoting a culture of safety within their
organization and along side all of their clients. Their
dedication to providing safe and reliable services has
made them a trusted industry leader since 1977. Their
company is an active member of the independent
testing industry and has developed a select staff of
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technicians with a broad spectrum of capabilities to
meet any testing needs. Their professional personnel,
with their extensive field experience, have contributed
to the successful completion of major projects
throughout the world and their continued expansion
throughout the United States.
Contact: Jim Howey, Sales and Project Manager
11861 Longsdorf
Riverview, MI 48193
Phone: 734-308-6497
Email: J.Howey@epsii.com
Web: www.epsii.com
Westar Energy is the largest electric utility provider
in Kansas, delivering electricity to nearly 700,000
residential and business customers in 55 counties.
In 2018, Westar Energy and Kansas City Power
& Light (KCP&L) merged to form Evergy, Inc.
Through its operating subsidiaries, Westar Energy,
Inc., and KCP&L, Evergy provides clean, safe and
reliable energy to 1.6 million customers in Kansas
and Missouri. By combining KCP&L and Westar
Energy, Inc., a leading energy company was created
that provides value to shareholders and a stronger
company for customers.
For more than 20 years, Westar Energy Power
Marketing has offered comprehensive energy
management solutions; asset optimization; risk
management and advisory services; and renewable
energy options.
Evergy specializes in working with electric utilities,
municipalities, cooperatives, large industrial clients
and independent power producers. They consistently
deliver better results through people, experience,
credit rating, trading book and renewables.
Contact: Dave Madden, Originator
P.O. Box 889
Topeka, KS 66601-0889
Phone:517-282-8446
Dave.Madden@WestarEnergy.com
Web: www.WestarEnergy.com
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Current Developments
Detroit Regional
Partnership, Up and
Running
A new organization dedicated to spurring job growth
in Southeastern Michigan is up and running. The
newly-named Detroit Regional Partnership is charged
with creating a world-class marketing and attraction
economic development arm for the 11-county region
– sending a message to the world that Southeast
Michigan is a united region with strong assets.
Led by CEO Barry Matherly, the group kicked off
a 30-day listening tour with stakeholders across
the 11-county region to learn more about each
community’s economic development programs and
priorities.
“I spent my first few days with community leaders in
Monroe, Lenawee and Washtenaw counties, and I’m
excited to meet with the remaining eight counties over
the next few weeks,” said Matherly, who transitioned
from a former role as president and CEO of a similar
initiative in Virginia. “This region has so much
potential, and I’m excited to build on progress to date
and help take it to the next level.”
The Detroit Regional Partnership organization will
build upon the people and assets of the Business
Attraction group that was formerly part of the Detroit
Regional Chamber.
“Having an organization dedicated to marketing
our region and attracting investment is such an
important step forward in our region’s momentum
and recovery,” said Gerry Anderson, DTE Energy
Chairman and CEO, and chair of the Detroit Regional
Partnership. “This group is exactly what its new name
reinforces: a partnership – by the region and for the
region – to attract investment and jobs that will add
vitality to our communities.”
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The Detroit Regional Partnership is an economic
development nonprofit serving Southeast Michigan’s
11-county region. Founded in 2019 by a group of
business and philanthropic CEOs, the organization is
laser focused on marketing the region to out-of-state
and international companies to attract investments
and jobs.

AEP Named One of
America’s Best Employers
for Diversity 2019 by
Forbes
American Electric Power has been named to Forbes
magazine’s America’s Best Employers for Diversity
2019 list.
The list was developed based on an independent
survey from a sample of more than 50,000 U.S.-based
employees. The survey was administered in a series
of online panels and provide a representative sample
of the nation’s workforce.
“AEP views diversity and inclusion as an integral
part of our business strategy and company culture,”
said Nicholas K. Akins, AEP’s chairman, president
and chief executive officer. “We’re pleased our
employees recognize and contribute to our efforts
to foster an inclusive workplace with talented
individuals from all backgrounds. As we position AEP
for future success, we continue to advance and unlock
the power of diverse perspectives to better serve our
customers, drive innovation and generate sustainable
growth.”
In 2017, AEP developed a five-year diversity and
inclusion strategic plan. This roadmap focuses on
four key areas: a diverse workforce; an inclusive and
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engaged workforce; sustainability and accountability;
and external partnerships.
Each of the goals is accompanied by strategies to
ensure successful implementation, in addition to
an accountability structure. Progress is measured,
tracked and reported in AEP’s annual Corporate
Accountability Report.

Consumers Energy
Dedicates First Ever Solar,
Battery Storage Systems
on Grand Rapids’ West
Side

Circuit West is a 13-block district of innovative
electricity generation, distribution and storage and
energy efficient building construction. Circuit West is
led by Consumers Energy and Rockford Construction.
“With this first-of-its-kind solar, battery storage
system, West Michigan is leading the way to our
clean energy future,” said Senator Debbie Stabenow.
“Projects like Circuit West will ensure more families
and businesses have greener and more reliable
energy.”
Stabenow was joined by leaders from Consumers
Energy, Rockford Construction and the City of
Grand Rapids to announce the electric distribution
and storage system at the West Michigan Center for
Arts and Technology, 614 First Street NW, one of the
many new buildings springing up within Circuit West.

Consumers Energy has dedicated Michigan’s
first ever rooftop solar array and battery storage
system in a vibrant and growing area of Grand
Rapids.
Nearly 1,800 solar panels atop the Bridge Street
Market and adjoining buildings between Bridge
and First Streets within the Circuit West district
are accompanied nearby by a 500-kilowatt
battery. It’s the first such energy distribution
setup in Michigan and one of the first in the
country intended to make renewable energy
increasingly reliable and cost effective.

Circuit West features 500 kilowatts of rooftop solar power between
Bridge and First streets in Grand Rapids.

“Today, there is very little storage on the grid, so
electricity is generated just moments before you use
it,” said Garrick Rochow, Consumers Energy’s senior
vice president of operations. “With large batteries,
we will make our grid more efficient, effective and
sustainable. It’s a critical part of Michigan’s energy
future and it’s happening here at Circuit West.”
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“This rooftop solar array can power up to 100 homes
and is part of Consumers Energy’s commitment to
increasing our use of renewable energy to 40 percent
and ending our use of coal to generate electricity,”
Rochow said. “Our Circuit West work is putting into
action our triple bottom line of People, the Planet and
Prosperity.”
(See, Battery, continued on page 10)
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Current Developments
Battery

continued from page 9
The Circuit West battery, which goes into
commercial operation in a few weeks, joins
a 1-megawatt battery installed last fall at the
company’s Parkview Substation on Western
Michigan University’s Kalamazoo campus.
Rochow said Consumers Energy is studying each
battery’s performance to determine how to best
use and integrate the technology across the electric
distribution grid.
Consumers Energy earlier announced it will
construct a new Grand Rapids office building within
Circuit West. Construction is expected to begin later
this year.

president, Distribution Operations. “Our post-storm
assessment revealed an opportunity for a stronger
emphasis around educating our customers about
what to do if a power line falls. Touching a downed
wire can be deadly and we need to make sure our
customers know this; nothing is more important than
their safety. The program, agreed to by the Michigan
Public Service Commission, provides the framework
for us to make a positive impact on the safety of our
customers.”
The program includes:
• A contract with the National Energy Foundation
(NEF) to develop and deliver electrical safety
education to students from kindergarten through
fifth grade
•

Funding to the Michigan Fire Services Instructors
Association to purchase electrical safety
equipment and provide wire down training to
local fire departments within DTE’s Southeast
Michigan service territory

DTE Invests $900,000 in
Electric Safety Education
Campaign

“We are exploring every avenue at our disposal to
share our safety messages. We are proud to power
Southeast Michigan, and we want to make sure the
public stays safe around electricity,” Rivard said.

DTE Energy is launching a $900,000 education
program to inform the public – children in particular
– about downed wire safety, and will provide funding
to purchase electrical safety equipment and train local
fire departments across Southeast Michigan.

DTE reminds its customers that if they see a
downed power line, stay at least 20 feet away and
report it, either through the DTE mobile app or call
800.477.4747. For additional information about
electrical safety, please visit dteenergy.com/safety.

DTE developed a comprehensive strategy to further
emphasize public safety and educate residents about
downed power lines following the Michigan Public
Service Commission’s investigation into the May 4,
2018 wind storm. Tragically, a customer who came in
contact with a downed wire died.
“Safety of the public and our employees is always
DTE’s No. 1 priority, and this new education and
training program enhances our downed wire safety
commitment,” said Heather Rivard, senior vice
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Michigan Energy News
Governor Whitmer
Requests Attorney General
Legal Review on Line 5
Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer has requested
a legal opinion from Attorney General Dana Nessel
regarding the constitutionality of the recent Enbridge
Line 5 pipeline legislation and the new Mackinac
Straits Corridor Authority created by outgoing
governor, Rick Snyder.

“I pledged to take action on the
Line 5 pipeline on day one as
governor, and I am holding true to
that campaign promise.”

Governor Gretchen Whitmer

“Resolving any legal uncertainty regarding PA
359, the Mackinac Straits Corridor Authority and
action taken by the authority is necessary to assure
that we can take all action necessary to protect the
Great Lakes, protect our drinking water and protect
Michigan jobs,” Whitmer said. “I pledged to take
action on the Line 5 pipeline on day one as governor,
and I am holding true to that campaign promise.”
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APPA News
Report Looks at
Community Solar for LowIncome Customers
By Ethan Howland
With states increasingly looking to provide lowand moderate-income (LMI) customers with access
to community solar, the Department of Energy’s
National Renewable Energy Laboratory issued a
report outlining program options for utilities and
policymakers.
Community solar allows multiple customers to
participate in off-site solar facilities, often by making
an upfront payment or monthly payments.
However, getting LMI customers to participate in
community solar can be challenging, NREL said in its
report, “Design and Implementation of Community
Solar Programs for Low- and Moderate-Income
Customers.”
“Programs may need to provide subsidies to LMI
community solar subscribers to remove barriers
related to up-front costs and to ensure the product
provides immediate savings,” NREL said.
Also, various measures may need to be taken to sign
up hard-to-reach LMI customers, according to the
report.
Forty-two states had at least one operating community
solar facility totaling nearly 1,300 megawatts as of the
third quarter last year, according to the Solar Energy
Industries Association.
Currently, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Maryland
and Oregon have community solar programs with
required carve-outs for LMI customers, NREL said.
Meanwhile, Colorado, Illinois, Massachusetts, Rhode
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Island and Washington, D.C. provide LMI incentives
and Connecticut, Minnesota, New York and New
Jersey are developing LMI programs, according to the
report.
Generally, community solar projects with higher
percentages of LMI customers are more expensive
because of higher customer acquisition costs, the
need for eligibility verification and increased project
financing costs, NREL said.
“Developing a mix of LMI and non-LMI residential
customers in the subscriber portfolio may reduce
program costs; however, it may also increase
complexity in terms of obtaining different types of
subscribers,” the report said.
When considering overall program design, NREL said
utilities and policymakers have several options for
setting community solar participant mixes, including:
LMI carve-outs; LMI-only projects or programs;
having a non-residential anchor tenant; and offering
LMI incentives.
Another key program design issue is how to bill and
credit LMI customers for their subscriptions.
Options include utility billing and crediting; payment
to a third party, with credits applied to the utility bill;
and payment and crediting done through the building
owner or solar aggregator, according to the report.
There are different ways to determine an LMI
customer’s eligibility such as basing it on income
or location, NREL said. Eligibility can be granted
through an existing program such as state Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Programs, according to the
report.
Another issue utilities and policymakers need to
address is how to reduce customer turnover and
default risk, according to NREL.
“Solar developers typically specialize in up-front
customer acquisition but are unaccustomed to ongoing
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subscription management,” NREL said. “For this
reason, effective subscription management may
require a partnership with a utility or community
organization with an ongoing relationship with
potential subscribers.”
Options for reducing customer turnover include using
prepaid subscriptions that are funded by states, grants
and other sources. “If the entire LMI subscription
could not be prepaid, policies could at a minimum
allow for some mix of pay-as-you-go and prepaid
subscriptions to diversify the subscriber base and
improve the project risk profile,” the report said.
Housing authorities, for example, could subscribe to
a community solar project on behalf of their tenants,
eliminating the risk of customer turnover or default,
NREL said.
Incentives and financing are also key issues when
designing LMI programs, according to the report,
which noted that subscription models with up-front
payments and multi-year payback periods may be less
feasible for LMI customers.
Options for defraying up-front costs include on-bill
financing and lower interest rate loans, NREL said
Project developers can offer favorable LMI rates by
using Community Reinvestment Act investments, New
Markets Tax Credits and grant funding, according to
the report.
Reaching potential customers is one of the biggest
challenges facing LMI community solar programs
Based on experiences with energy efficiency programs
that target LMI customers, certain types of customers
are especially hard to reach, including renters, foreign
language-speaking households, rural households,
seniors, undocumented immigrants and people with
disabilities, according to NREL.
“For these reasons, piggy-backing on existing LMI
programs or partnering with groups that are regularly
interacting with the LMI community can be effective,”
NREL said.  
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Bill Would Overturn FCC
Order Impacting Public
Power Pole Attachments
By Paul Ciampoli
Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Calif., on Jan. 14 introduced
legislation that would, among other things, overturn
a Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
order that attempts to regulate public power pole
attachments despite the clear public power exemption
from federal pole attachment regulation set forth in the
Communications Act.
At issue is a report and order adopted on September
26 that may result in FCC pole attachment oversight
and regulation of public power utilities, despite the
explicit exemption for public power in Section 224 of
the Communications Act.
Under the report and order, the FCC could preempt
state and local laws or requirements governing access
to public rights-of-way (ROW) and publicly-owned
infrastructure within the public ROW, including pole
attachment laws or requirements, as well as rates,
terms, or conditions of pole attachment agreements.
The report and order relies on Section 253 (related to
ROW) and Section 332 (related to wireless services)
of the Communications Act, but it ignores the public
power exemption from pole attachment regulations in
Section 224.
The American Public Power Association, on Nov.
15, filed a petition for review with the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
challenging the FCC report and order that the FCC
said could help to remove regulatory barriers that
inhibit the deployment of infrastructure necessary for
5G and other advanced wireless services.
(See, Power Poles, continued on page 14)
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APPA News
Power Poles

continued from page 13
In its Nov. 15 petition for review, the Association
told the appeals court that the FCC has “improperly
asserted regulatory authority and jurisdiction over the
control and use of public power utility facilities.”
In addition, the Association argued that the FCC’s
action “exceeds the Commission’s statutory authority;
poses significant risks to safe, secure, and reliable
electric utility operations; and interferes with
the proprietary rights of public power utilities to
determine the terms and compensation for use of their
utility assets by private wireless carriers.”
Eshoo’s bill, H.R. 530, the Accelerating Wireless
Broadband Development by Empowering Local
Communities Act of 2019, would overturn regulations
promulgated by the FCC related to broadband siting
including the FCC order that attempts to regulate
public power pole attachments.

Association Seeks Clarity
on Critical Infrastructure
Rules
By Peter Maloney
In a joint filing, public and cooperative electric utility
groups have asked the Department of Energy to
clarify and tighten rules safeguarding the security of
information regarding critical electric infrastructure.
In a Dec. 28 filing, the American Public Power
Association, the Large Public Power Council,
and the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association commented on DOE’s proposal to
establish regulations implementing its critical
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electric infrastructure information (CEII) designation
authority under section 215A(d) of the Federal Power
Act.
Section 215A was added to the Federal Power Act
by the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act
that became law in December 2015. The FAST Act,
as it is called, provides for certain information to be
designated as CEII by the Secretary of Energy and/or
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
CEII designation exempts information from
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, the
1967 federal law that allows individuals to request
access to federal agency records. The exemption
is meant to safeguard sensitive information about
critical electric infrastructure which, if destroyed
or incapacitated, could adversely affect national or
economic security interests, or public health and
safety. CEII designation also exempts information
from disclosure under state freedom of information
laws, an issue of importance to many public power
utilities, whose CEII could be subject to such laws as
government entities.
In the filing, the groups endorsed several aspects
of the proposed rule, including the pre-designation
of certain information as CEII and the proposal to
evaluate each CEII designation request rather than
making a designation determination only in response
to a request for information submitted as CEII. But
the groups also asked the DOE to “revise and clarify”
certain aspects of the proposed rule.
They argue that the DOE should automatically
pre-designate all information for which a CEII
designation is requested, pending a review of the
request. The petitioners are also asking that the DOE
confirm that pre-designation would constitute a
formal CEII designation under the Federal Power Act.
As it stands, the DOE is proposing to automatically
designate certain categories of information as

MMEA Currents

CEII, including information that meets the FAST
Act definition of “Defense Critical Infrastructure
Information” and information on electric incidents
and emergencies reported to the DOE on Form OE417. That information would be pre-designated as
CEII, but final CEII designation authority would
reside with the relevant DOE office handling that
information.
Aside from pre-designated materials, DOE
has proposed that information for which
CEII designation has been requested would
be maintained in DOE’s non-public files
unless and until the agency completes its
determination that the information is not
entitled to CEII treatment. The groups are
asking the DOE to reconsider that approach
and apply the pre-designation classification
to all information for which a CEII
designation is requested.

information without shutting off” the flow of
information to people with a legitimate need to have
that information, John McCaffrey, the American
Public Power Association’s Regulatory Counsel, said.
The Edison Electric Institute and PJM Interconnection
filed petitions generally supporting the DOE’s
proposal while recommending certain modifications
(See, Infrastructure, continued on page 18)

They are concerned that, under the proposed
rules, the CEII exemption status of sensitive
information would be unclear during the
period that information is maintained as
non-public while a CEII designation review
is under way.
In the filing, the groups noted that the DOE
is already proposing a pre-designation
process for certain categories of information
and argued that there are “valid reasons to
extend this approach to all information for
which a CEII designation is requested.”
The groups also recommended that DOE
provide additional details concerning the
criteria and vetting procedures that it would
apply in responding to requests for sharing
of CEII. They urged DOE to restrict sharing
of CEII to recipients who have a clear need
to know the information.
“We want tighter restrictions on sharing
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U.S. Energy News
Department of Energy
Announces $38 Million
for Improving Existing
Coal-Fired Power Plants
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) will provide
up to $38 million in federal funding for cost-shared
research and development (R&D) projects enhancing
technologies that improve the overall performance,
reliability, and flexibility of the nation’s existing coalfired power plant fleet.
Coal is vital to the Nation’s energy security and
provides around 30 percent of U.S. electricity. DOE is
funding research to modernize the grid and improve
the existing coal-fired power plant fleet under the
Office of Fossil Energy’s (FE) funding opportunity
announcement Improving Efficiency, Reliability, and
Flexibility of Existing Coal-Based Power Plants.
“Utilizing all of our energy resources to ensure the
reliability and resiliency of our nation’s electricity
is a top priority for the Department of Energy,”
said Under Secretary of Energy Mark Menezes.
“Modernizing and advancing the existing coal
fleet is imperative to this mission. By improving
the efficiency of our baseload generation, we are
strengthening the reliability of all our electricity
generation.”
“Along with the Department’s Coal FIRST initiative,
modernizing the existing coal-fired fleet is critical
to our effort to allow existing coal plants to load,
follow and operate more efficiently. This research
and development will lower emissions and foster
new technologies beneficial to our electric grid,” said
Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy Steven Winberg.
This FOA will develop advanced technologies
that improve the overall performance, reliability,
and flexibility of the nation’s existing coal-fired
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power plant fleet. Projects will support DOE’s
Transformative Power Generation Program and
Crosscutting Research Program. R&D funded under
this FOA will also benefit FE’s efforts to advance
the coal-fired plant of the future as part of the Coal
FIRST initiative. The National Energy Technology
Laboratory (NETL) will manage these projects.

DOE Announces
$40 Million for Grid
Modernization Initiative
The Department of Energy (DOE) Under Secretary
of Energy Mark Menezes announced $40M in FY19
funding for the Grid Modernization Initiative (GMI).
The GMI, a crosscutting initiative involving all the
applied energy offices, focuses on working with
public and private partners to develop new tools and
technologies that measure, analyze, predict, protect,
and control the grid of the future.
“A reliable and resilient grid is essential to our
nation’s economic and national security,” said Under
Secretary Menezes, “Through this funding, and with
the support of our National Labs and private sector
partners, we will establish a grid that will withstand
the tests and challenges of the future, while ensuring
that Americans continue to enjoy the benefits of our
amazing energy abundance.”
Leveraging the subject matter expertise across DOE’s
national laboratories, the funding in FY19 will be
committed to the Grid Modernization Laboratory
Consortium (GMLC) to collaborate with industry
in order to build core competencies for the future.
While details of the lab call are expected to be
released by March, topic areas will include resilience
modeling; advanced sensors; energy storage;
cybersecurity; and institutional support.
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U.S. Energy News
SEIA Adds VPs for
Congressional Affairs,
Regulatory Affairs
The Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA)
has restructured and expanded of its leadership
team. Erin Duncan, a proven legislative strategist
and advocate, has been named the organization’s
new vice president of congressional affairs and
Katherine Gensler has been named vice president of
regulatory affairs.
Duncan has extensive experience in Washington
D.C. She joins SEIA after more than 11 years
as a federal lobbyist for the National Education
Association. Prior to that, she spent eight
years working on Capitol Hill, including six
years as legislative director for Rep. Tom
Osborne, (R-Nebraska).
“We are thrilled to have Erin join our team,” said
Abigail Ross Hopper, SEIA’s president and CEO.
“Erin has deep knowledge of Congress, established
bipartisan relationships and a strong record of
success securing favorable legislation.”
“The solar industry is a powerhouse, employing
250,000 Americans and operating in all 50 states,
but there’s a lot of ground left to cover here in
Washington,” said Duncan. “I cannot wait to get
started representing solar on the Hill and elevating
the industry’s profile among lawmakers.”
Additionally, Katherine Gensler has been promoted
to the newly-created position of vice president of
regulatory affairs. Gensler has worked for SEIA for
eleven years, steering the association’s efforts on a
wide range of energy, permitting and finance issues
at the federal level. She also leads SEIA’s advocacy
work in the Texas regulatory and legislative arenas.
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“Over the last decade, our work at SEIA has turned
the solar industry into one of fastest-growing
industries in America,” Gensler said. “I am excited
to lead SEIA’s efforts as we expand our engagement
in key regulatory proceedings in Washington and
across the country. This is an important time in
solar’s growth and I’m looking forward to driving
the industry’s success even further.”
“Katherine’s proven leadership and regulatory
expertise will be instrumental as we bolster our
engagement in RTO proceedings and with FERC,”
Hopper said. “This restructuring sets us on a path
to successfully fulfilling our strategic vision and
achieving the incredible future that awaits solar
energy and SEIA.”

Infrastructure

continued from page 15
or clarifications to the proposed rules. But several
advocacy groups took a more aggressive stance
against the proposed rules.
Earthjustice, the Union of Concerned Scientists, and
Public Citizen filed joint comments in which they
called the proposed rules “a breathtaking” overreach
of the DOE’s authority that “would inappropriately
broaden the department’s authority to restrict access
to information critical for informed debate on issues
important to the public.”
The advocacy groups argued that under the FAST Act
only FERC has authority to establish procedures for
CEII designation.
In the filing, the opponents of the proposed rules
argued that they could be used to shield information
that the DOE could use to push through the Trump
administration’s agenda to protect coal-fired power
plants from early retirement on national security
grounds.
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Employment
The City of Harbor
Springs, Michigan
Seeks City Manager
The City of Harbor Springs is hiring a City Manager.
This is a unique opportunity as this type of position,
in this type of location, does not become available
very often!
Harbor Springs is a resort community on the
Little Traverse Bay, nestled along the deepest
natural harbor in the Great Lakes 40 miles south
of the Mackinac Bridge. It is a charming 100-yearold waterfront community that welcomes yearround visitors and has a population of 1,200. The
city has an airport, municipal marina, museums,
library, numerous parks, and electric, water and
sewer municipal utilities. An active Downtown
Development Authority supports local businesses
and is working to increase year-round tourism.
The position oversees the administrative tasks
necessary for city operations of this waterfront
community. Hired by the City Council, she/he
supervises city departments, maintains the city
budget, and represents the city publicly. She/
he will research issues important to the city
and advise the City Council on the best course
of action in a proactive manner. A challenge for
this position is managing a seasonal community;
balancing the needs of the year-round residents
with the demands of the seasonal population. As
the full-time city executive, the Council will rely
on the City Manager to maintain and improve city
infrastructure and to continually look for ways to
improve the city’s image and performance.
The City Council is recruiting a dynamic leader
that brings proven collaborative leadership skills
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and professionalism to the position. The ideal
candidate will work with the council on strategic
initiatives, foster a culture of inclusiveness and
teamwork, and stay ahead of governmental trends.
Project management skills, the ability to delegate,
excellent communication skills, and grant writing
experience are also required. Financial acumen is
required to prepare and manage the budget for
this $11 million entity. Great public presence is
essential as the City Manager is the public image
of the city.
A Bachelor’s Degree in a relevant field and a
minimum of five years of experience in a city or
governmental management are required. Master’s
degree and/or ICMA Credentialed Manager
or similar certification preferred. Candidates
must understand the City Manager role and
responsibility. The job description is available at
https://www.cityofharborsprings.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/01/Harbor-Springs-City-ManagerJob-Description-.pdf.
Candidates should send a cover letter, salary
expectations, resume and list of six professional
references by
February 18 to:
The City of Harbor Springs
C/O Cheryl Ronk
420 Northlawn Ave.
East Lansing, MI 48823
HarborSprings@SoRight.org
This position is with a public body and is subject
to the OMA and FOIA. While we will make every
effort to keep information confidential, the public
body can make no promises in accordance with
Michigan law.
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Calendar of Events
Michigan Municipal
Electric Association
809 Centennial Way
Lansing, MI 48917
517-323-8346

e-mail: MMEA@Mpower.org

February 14, 2019 MMEA Board of Directors Meeting, 		
Lansing, MI
Feb. 25 - 27, 2019

APPA Legislative Rally, Washington, DC

May 23, 2019

MMEA 2019 Spring Membership Meeting,
Grand Rapids, MI

July 24 - 26, 2019

Michigan Energy Providers Conference,
Grand Hotel - Mackinac Island

Oct. 8 - 11, 2019

MMEA 2018 Fall Conference, 			
Grand Traverse Resort, Acme, MI

Board of Directors
Ray Anderson, President
City of Norway
Kevin Cornish, Vice President
Village of Clinton
Tom Tarkiewicz
City of Marshall
Richard Peffley
Lansing Board of Water & Light
Tom Richards
City of Harbor Springs

Fast Facts

John Peck
Croswell Light & Power Department
John Griffith
City of Sturgis
Patty Martindale
City of Bay City
NON-VOTING MEMBER
Jeff Budd
Coldwater Board of Public Utilities
Dennis Hicks
Currents Editor
dennis.hicks@icloud.com
Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration
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