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APPA  News

(See, Grid, continued on page 4)

By Tobias Sellier

A growing number of customers are choosing to generate and 
manage their own electricity needs through rooftop solar, onsite 
battery storage, and microgrids. They are also able to use less 
electricity because of efficient technologies. Does this mean the 
central electric grid, and the utilities that manage that grid, could 
become defunct?

Unlikely, according to “Value of the Grid,” a new white paper from 
the American Public Power Association. Increasing deployment of 
distributed energy resources and new uses of electricity mean the 
electric grid is more, not less, important than ever.

The paper examines why customers who prefer DIY electricity 
solutions will likely remain connected to the grid as a reliable, 
convenient backup source of electricity. It also points out that the 
growing use of electricity for transportation, water heating, and 
space heating increases dependence on the grid.

“I’d compare the electric grid to Amazon,” says Sue Kelly, 
president and CEO of the Association. “Amazon is constantly 
innovating for absolute customer convenience but they are able to 
deliver because they have a strong ecosystem — from transaction 
to delivery. Our ecosystem is the grid and the reliability it provides. 
The grid plays a central role in meeting evolving customer 
expectations.”

Despite decreasing costs and improving technologies, using a 
combination of solar and storage to power a typical house is still a 
relatively uneconomic option. Common residential storage devices 
only store about $1.50 worth of energy, yet cost several thousand 
to acquire and install. The system provides some backup power, 
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Grid
continued from page 3

but cannot meet all of the home’s energy needs for 
any significant amount of time. On the other hand, the 
grid is reliable and a typical electricity customer in 
the United States has power well over 99 percent of 
the time.

Electric utilities will continue to play an essential role 
in managing and integrating all these new technolo-
gies and uses of electricity but may need to evolve 
their business models.

Paul Zummo, the Association’s director of policy 
research and analysis and author of the paper explains 
that “The combination of electrification and distrib-
uted technologies requires a platform and entities 
to manage this platform. The grid will become even 
more important as these resources will need to be 
integrated in an efficient manner to ensure reliability. 

Though different models of grid management will 
emerge, the electric utility will continue to play an 
essential role.”

Changing customer expectations — and their ability 
to meet some of those expectations on their own — 
means electric utilities will have to reevaluate their 
business models. Public power utilities are well-po-
sitioned to adapt based on what their customers want 
because they have local control and are answerable 
only to their local communities.

Public power utilities could serve as a platform, or 
an essential integrator and provider of technological 
solutions. No matter which choice is made, the elec-
tric utility will continue to play an essential role in the 
future.
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Current Developments

Member News

BWL to Band Baby 
Peregrine Falcon Chick
 
The Lansing Board of Water & Light, in partnership 
with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
Potter Park Zoo and Michigan State University, 
recently banded new baby peregrine falcon.
 
The baby was weighed to determine sex and banded 
to help track migration patterns.
 
Since 2004, the BWL has hosted a nesting site atop 
the Eckert Power Station for endangered peregrine 
falcons. To date, over 50 eggs have been laid. The 
peregrine falcon remains on Michigan’s endangered 
species list.
 
The baby was born to April, an unbanded, new 
female to the Eckert nest, and second-time dad, 
Tornado, who was born in Muskegon at the 
Consumers Energy B.C. Cobb Plant.

The peregrine falcon is renowned for its speed, 
reaching over 200mph during its characteristic 
hunting high speed dive, making it the fastest 
member of the animal kingdom. 

The public can watch a live stream inside the falcon 
nest at: http://www.lbwl.com/falcon2.htm.
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Current Developments

To Improve Energy 
Efficiency, Holland Turns 
To Equitable Financing 
By Beau Brockett Jr.

On a typical day, Ken Freestone works to save people 
money and protect the environment.
 
Freestone is the City of Holland’s residential energy 
adviser. He helps Holland homeowners make retrofits 
to their homes that maximize energy efficiency, from 
sealing air leaks to replacing windows to installing 
solar panels.
 
First, Freestone will help an interested homeowner 
identify their wants, like lower utility costs or better 
heating. Then, he works with an auditor and contactor 
to help the homeowner choose a retrofit plan that 
meets those wants best.
 
Freestone also helps the homeowner choose a 
financial plan offered by, or through, Holland’s 
municipal utility: the Board of Public Works (BPW). 
Its prime financial tool is the on-bill loan.
 
Instead of paying upfront, homeowners can take out a 
low-interest loan for any retrofit and tack it onto their 
electric bill. No credit score or debt-to-income ratios 
are needed, only 12 months of on-time electric bill 
payments and three years being bankruptcy-free.
 
Many homeowners don’t even notice the loan 
payment. Freestone says their bills are often lower 
than their pre-loan rate thanks to energy upgrades.

Energy upgrade assistance is made possible by a 
line of credit from BPW to Holland Energy Fund, a 
nonprofit that enables the City of Holland to achieve 
the goals of its Community Energy Plan. The 40-year 
initiative supports the city’s goals to cut city CO2 

emissions in half and improve home energy efficiency 
by 50 percent.
 
About a decade ago, Freestone wasn’t an energy 
adviser but a concerned Holland resident. A BPW 
coal plant was right within city limits, providing most 
of the city’s energy needs. Freestone, other residents 
and groups like WMEAC wanted it gone.
 
“There was a lot of pressure for doing something 
different, and as a lot of community organizations 
said, doing it better,” said Freestone.
 
With air quality permit lawsuits and increasing 
public pressure, Holland City Council hired Garforth 
& Associates to conduct an energy analysis in the 
community. The subsequent report became the 
foundation for the 2011 Community Energy Plan.
 
The Council then approved the coal plant’s closure, 
the construction of a natural gas plant and the 
purchase of sustainable energy from three regional 
sites.
 
In October 2017, the BPW opened its natural gas 
plant, part of a $240 million energy park funded by 
BPW funds and revenue bonds. According to the 
Grand Rapids Business Journal, the plant produces 
half the carbon emissions of the former coal plant and 
drastically reduces solid particle pollutants.
 
The park received an Institute for Sustainable 
Infrastructure Envision Platinum Award, the first 
power plant to do so. Over 130 megawatts of energy 
come from the plant and Holland’s sustainable power 
purchases. Two Michigan coal plants supply an 
additional 45.
 
While the BPW was remediating the site of its park, 
now-former state representative Joe Haveman was 
talking with the Council and community stakeholders 
to sponsor a bill allowing municipal utilities to offer 
on-bill financing.
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The bill passed easily in 2014, garnering only two 
“nay” votes. All 40 of Michigan’s municipal utilities 
could offer on-bill programs to all homeowners 
within their 310,000-customer base.
 
“Holland was really the guinea pig to first develop 
one, but to my knowledge, no other city has 
developed an on-bill lending program yet,” said 
Anne Saliers, the BPW’s community energy services 
manager.
 
Saliers isn’t sure why other municipal utilities 
haven’t taken advantage of the legislation, but she 
said there was strong interest in Holland. Research 
and a 28-member stakeholder meeting resulted in a 
three-goal program: to strengthen the community, 
to increase access to energy upgrades and to run the 
program cost-effectively. Access is its most tangible 
result.

 
“People think, ‘Oh, 12 months of on-time bill 
payment history. Is that really enough when it comes 
to qualifying someone as being a credit risk?” said 
Saliers. “Actually, it is. We have not had anybody 
default on a loan.”

Additional financial incentives are available, too. 
If a homeowner spends over $10,000 on upgrades, 
10 percent of the cost is matched through Holland 
Energy Fund. Community Development Block Grants 
provide incentives to low and moderate-income 
households. Even some installation companies, like 
Semco, offer rebates.
 
Freestone’s prioritization of recommended energy 
retrofits makes upgrades accessible to all income 
levels, too. All retrofits provided in the pages-long 
Michigan Energy Measures Database qualify for on-
bill financing. Freestone offers those that are cheap 
and have a quick return of investment first, like air 
sealing or appliance upgrades.
 
Aside from saving money, and the environment, 
Freestone also hears secondary benefits of upgrades 
from homeowners.
 
“They’re looking at, of course, savings of [money] 
and kilowatts, but I’m hearing about comfort, and I’m 

Sandra Kiernan receives her DOE Home Energy Score Award 
from Holland Mayor Nancy DeBoer. Kiernan, an who used 
on-bill financing to retrofit her 1891 home was a finalist for the 
Governor’s Energy Excellence Award.

See, Financing, continued on page 8)
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Current Developments

Warren Receives MMEA 
Lifetime Member Award

Sue Warren (left) was presented with the 
Michigan Municipal Electric Association 
(MMEA) Lifetime Member Award by MMEA 
Executive Director Jim Weeks, Lansing Board 
of Water & Light General Manager Dick 
Peffley (right) and Executive Director George 
Stojic. Sue served as the Manager of Energy 
and Eco-Strategies and helped to create and 
oversee the BWL’s energy efficiency program, 
as one of the first utilities in Michigan to adopt 
such a program. She retired from the BWL in 
December 2017 with over 20 years of service.

hearing about health, and I’m hearing about safety in 
some cases,” he said.

Reduced drafts from air sealing stabilizes house 
temperature. Energy Star appliances run quietly. Each 
small improvement, along with reduced electric bills 
despite loan payments, typically makes for a happier 
homeowner.
 

Since Holland Energy Fund’s programs began in 
2016, almost 200 retrofits have been completed and 
55 on-bill loans have been taken out. The average cost 
for a retrofit project is $15,000. The average financed 
is nearly $14,000.
 
While Holland’s BPW is the only municipal utility 
to offer on-bill loans, a 2016 state bill will allow 
rate-regulated companies, like Consumers Energy, to 
offer on-bill programs to residential customers. The 
Michigan Public Service Commission just closed 
their public comment period and are finalizing rules 
to send to the Secretary of State.
 
In the meantime, non-Holland homeowners can 
finance their energy updates through loans from the 
nonprofit Michigan Saves. Most of their interest rates 
hover just below five percent, although a credit score 
of 640 and a debt-to-income ratio under 50 percent is 
needed.

Since Holland Energy 
Fund’s programs began in 
2016, almost 200 retrofits 
have been completed and 
55 on-bill loans have been 
taken out. 

Financing
continued from page 7
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Affiliate & Assoociate 
Member News

MMEA Welcomes New 
Associate Members
BitLyft Security is a specialized cybersecurity 
as a service company focused on offering 
niche products and services. They tailor the 
security service to the customer’s needs, budget 
and business approach.  BitLyft brings value 
to its customers by listening to their needs, 
recommending solutions and performing 
professional services with their market leading 
expertise. Their customers benefit from innovative 
ideas, fresh concepts and a team that actively hunts 
for hidden threats in your environment.

Contact:
Jason Miller, CEO
325 East Grand River, Suite 300
East Lansing, Mi 48823
517-220-0990
email: Jason.Miller@BitLyft.com
www.BitLyft.com

Osmose Utilities Services, Inc., provides 
inspection, maintenance, life extension, and 
structural rehabilitation services designed to help 
build resiliency into T&D infrastructure. With 
more than 80 years of diverse experience as a 
foundation, Osmose proudly serves America’s 
utilities as they manage aging infrastructure and 
build tomorrow’s intelligent utility.  

Contact: 
Paul Brewster, Director, Business Development
635 Hwy. 74 South

Peachtree City, GA 30269
812-801-5278
email: pbrewster@osmose.com
Web: www.osmose.com

Juhl Energy, leads the development of 
community-based wind power with its farmer 
partners in rural America. They provide a full 
range of clean energy solutions with a focus on 
wind, solar, biomass, and natural gas systems. 
Following 35 years of Dan Juhl’s focus on 
renewable energy, Juhl Energy now has several 
operating subsidiaries and over 60 employees with 
offices in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.

Contact:
Clay Norrbom, Managing Director
470 W. 78th St., #250
Chanhassen, Minnesota 55317
Phone: 952-923-1187
Web: www.JuhlEnergy.com

Origis Energy USA, Inc is a global company 
based in the United States powering the solar 
revolution with utility scale, commercial and 
public sector solar and energy storage systems. 
Before solar was the call of millions across the 
globe, their team was paving the way for this 
energy revolution with solar installations across 
Europe. Today they continue to transform vision 
into reality with solar solutions generating clean 
energy on three continents.

Contact:
Valerie Cops, Marketing and Communications 
Manager
800 Brickell Avenue, Suite 1100
Miami FL 33131
Phone: 786-693-2624
Email: ap@OrigisEnergy.com
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MMEA 2018 Fall Conference Information 

MMEA 2018 Fall Conference
Hosted by Crystal Falls, Escanaba, Gladstone, Norway & Stephenson

September 12, 13, & 14, 2018
Island Resort & Casino

Escanaba, MI

Register now for the 2018 MMEA Fall Conference hosted by the cities of Crystal Falls, Escanaba, 
Gladstone, Norway & Stephenson!  The conference will be held on Wednesday and Thursday, along with 
the Fall General Membership Meeting on Friday morning (September 12 – 14).  

Wednesday, September 12th

Wednesday’s program will provide you with an opportunity for you to attend four (4) breakout sessions 
from among sixteen (16) different options. There will also be educational vendor exhibits displayed 
throughout the hotel all day Wednesday and on Thursday thru lunch (1:30 pm).  Open the attached 
registration packet for details on the Wednesday Breakout Sessions.  Please pass this information on 
to others (operations, engineering, Board & Council members) if appropriate. The day will end with a 
reception and buffet dinner sponsored by MMEA Associate & Affiliate members.

The break-out sessions and vendor displays increase the opportunity for MMEA members to interact 
with Associate and Affiliate Members and learn about the benefits of new technology being implemented 
throughout our industry.  

Thursday, September 13th

Jim Weeks, MMEA’s Executive Director, has put together another great line up of speakers for 
Thursday’s program with updates on legislative and regulatory issues of interest to everyone.  Thursday’s 
reception and dinner will be capped off by entertainment by the Phil Lynch Quartet.

Friday, September 14th

In keeping with tradition, the MMEA General Membership Meeting will be held on Friday, September 
14th.  This the meeting where Municipal Members will approve next year’s budget, elect new directors 
and receive a legislative and regulatory update for members only.

MMEA’s Conference has much to offer to utility directors, public power board members, and utility 
management and operations personnel.  The conference provides members with the flexibility to arrive 
early for fun activities, attend Wednesday and/or Thursday only, or the full Conference.  A revised 
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preliminary schedule is attached along with the 
registration packet.  We will provide updates as 
we get closer to the event.

HOTEL INFORMATION

The Island Resort & Casino is located at W399 
Hwy 2 & 41, Harris, MI 49845.   MMEA guests 
receive a special rate of $85.50 plus tax for 
a standard room.  Reservations can be made 
directly with the hotel by calling 1-877-475-
7375. Make sure you mention that you are with 
the MMEA (group access code:  12V1MU) to 
get the group rate. You may also make your 
reservations online at  https://reservations.
islandresortandcasino.com/    group access code:  
12V1MU.   August 28, 2018 is the deadline for 
making room reservations under the MMEA 
special rate.  Reservation requests received after 
the August 28, 2018 cut-off date will be offered 
at the group rate based on availability, otherwise 
the best available rate will be offered. If you have 
difficulties making your room reservations please 
contact Susan Montalvo at (517) 323-8346 ext. 
103.

Questions?  Contact Susan Montalvo at MMEA 
at (517) 323-8346 ext. 103 or e-mail at mmea@
mpower.org
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MMEA 2018 Fall Conference
 MMEA 2018 Fall Conference 

Hosted by Crystal Falls, Escanaba, Gladstone, Norway & Stephenson 
September 12, 13 & 14, 2018 

Island Resort & Casino 
W399 Hwy. 2 & 41 

Harris, Michigan 49845 
Island Resort Hotel Reservations Direct Line: 1-877-475-7375 

Deadline to register for hotel room at MMEA rate is: August 28, 2018 
Deadline to register for Conference: August 31, 2018 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Company/Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
    (Street)      (City)   (State)   (Zip) 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________

Work Phone: (________) ___________________________ 

Name of Spouse/Guest (if attending): _____________________________________________

Type of Registration1 
_____ MMEA Member ____Wednesday ____ Thursday ___ Full Conference 

____ MMEA Associate/Affiliate ____Wednesday ___Thursday ___Two Days 

____ Lifetime Member (complimentary) ____Wednesday ___Thursday ____Full Conference 

____ Spouse/Guest (complimentary) 

____ Extra Thursday Dinner tickets ($50 per ticket) 

1 Cost is $150 for one-day / $250 for two-days 

Will you attend the Wednesday Assoc./Affiliate sponsored reception and dinner? ____ Yes ____ No 

Will you attend the Thursday reception and dinner? ____ Yes ____ No 

Payment: (Please Check One) 

_____Check Enclosed _____ Please Invoice to pay by ACH or Credit Card 

Please complete and return to MMEA at: Email - mmea@mpower.org 
US mail - MMEA, 809 Centennial Way, Lansing, MI 48917; or Fax - (517) 323-8373 

Cancellation Policy: Fees will be refunded if MMEA receives 72 hour notice
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Wednesday, September 12, 2018

8:00 am - 4:00 pm  Registration 
8:00 am – 8:00 pm Associate & Affiliate Displays Open
8:00 am   Continental Breakfast 
9:15 am - 9:45 am  Welcome to the MMEA Fall Conference 
  
10:00 am- 10:50 am   Break Out Sessions #1 

1. Maintenance Best Practices & Intervals for Substation Equipment      Eagle Room
 Paul Schlies, Energis High Voltage Resources, Inc.
2. Utility Customer Experience:  Mobil and Voice Solutions   Eagle Bar Room
 Abess Makki & Nathan Christie, CityInsight
3. Overview of Emissions Standards & Air Permitting Concerns for 
 Stationary Reciprocating Internal Combustions Engines   Bear Room
 Julie Miller, Barr Engineering      
4. Electric System Basics and the Effect of Cost of Service and Rate Design Turtle Room
 Dawn Lund, Utility Financial Solutions      

11:00 am- 11:50 am   Break Out Sessions #2 
 
5. Environmental Compliance for the Peaking Facilities   Eagle Room
 Lillian Woolley, PE and Bill Bulkowski, Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber
6. Utilizing Renewable Strategies & Technology for Economic Development Eagle Bar Room
 Jeff Judd & Scott Diehl, MC Power Companies
7. Growing Capacity - The Fast Track Route Stationary 
 Reciprocating Internal Combustions Engines     Bear Room
 Presenter To Be Determined, Clarke Energy      
8. Financial Targets and Assessment      Turtle Room
 Dawn Lund, Utility Financial Solutions      

11:50 am - 1:30 pm  Luncheon Buffet 

1:30 pm - 2:20 pm   Break Out Sessions #3

9. Case Studies of Combustion Turbine Emissions Control Projects  Eagle Room
 Emily Kunkel, Sargent & Lundy, LLC
10. Managing AMI Meter Deployments & Ongoing Meter 
 Maintenance using GIS Based Mobile Maps & Apps    Eagle Bar Room
 Jason Brown, mPower Innovations
11. Optimizing Economics of Distributed Generation: 
 Tradeoffs Between Capital and Operating Cost in System Design  Bear Room
 Chris Cummings, Michigan CAT
12. Sound Financial Decisions Making for Boards, Councils and Managers Turtle Room
 Dawn Lund, Utility Financial Solutions      

(Continued on page 14)

MMEA 2018 Fall Conference Preliminary Agenda
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MMEA 2018 Fall Conference Preliminary Agenda
Wednesday, September 12, 2018 (continued)

2:30 pm - 3:20 pm   Break Out Sessions #4

13. Reality Capture Use Cases and How to Train Your Staff   Eagle Room
 Mark LaBell, Jr., SSOE Group
14. Lifecycle of Renewable Energy Project Development   Eagle Bar Room
 Rob Bates, NTH Consultants, Ltd.
15. A to Z on installing reciprocating engines: What you can expect 
 (and what goes bump in the night)       Bear Room
 Andy Ungerman, P.E., Stanley Consultants
16. Value of Solar, Battery Storage & Rate Design Alternatives   Turtle Room
 Chris Lund, Utility Financial Solutions      

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm Associate/Affiliate Membership Meeting 
3:30 pm - 4:00 pm MPPA EE (EWR) Service Committee Meeting
4:30 pm - 8:00 pm Associate/Affiliate Sponsored Reception & Dinner Buffet 

Thursday, September 13, 2018

8:00 am   Registration Continues
8:00 am    Continental Breakfast - Wolf (dining) room
9:15 am - 3:30 pm  All meetings will be held in the Turtle room
9:15 am – 9:30 am  Welcome to the MMEA Fall Conference

    A Welcome from our Hosts
  
 9:30 am – 10:15 am  The Never Be Average Game Plan
    Tim McCormick, Former NBA Player, Author, Broadcaster, and NBA Players  
    Association Consultant
 
10:15 am- 10:45 am  A Federal Legislative and Regulatory Update
    Amy Thomas, Gov’t Relations Director, American Public Power Association

10:45 am - 11:00 am  Mid-Morning Break

11:00 am – 11:30 am  Overview of USDA Rural Development Resources
     Jason Allen, State Director for Rural Development, USDA
    Patrick Sarver, Field Rep., Electric Program | Rural Development, USDA 
     
11:30 am – noon  Visibility to Today’s Attack Vectors
    Jason Miller, CEO/Founder, Bitlyft

Noon - 1:15 pm  Luncheon Buffet (Wolf room)

1:15 pm – 2:00 pm  The Status of 2016 PA 341
    Reka Holley, Energy & Legislative Ombudsman
    MI Public Service Commission/MI Agency for Energy
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2:00 pm – 2:30 pm  On-Bill Financing
    Todd Parker, Customer Service Manager, Michigan Saves  
     
2:30 – 3:00 pm  Substantial Changes Ahead for MISO North – Michigan Impacts
    Mike Zenker, NextEra Marketing
  
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm  MMEA Ratepayers Meeting 
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  Hospitality Reception (Eagle/Wolf room)
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  Buffet Dinner (Eagle/Wolf room)
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Entertainment (Eagle/Wolf room)

Friday, September 14, 2018

7:30 am  MMEA Breakfast Buffet 

8:30 am – noon  General Membership Meeting (MMEA Municipal Members only) 
   Board of Directors Meeting - following the General Membership meeting

Diamond Sponsors:
NextEra Energy 
Wolverine Power Supply Cooperative
WPPI Energy
 
Ruby Sponsors:
BitLyft Security
Michigan CAT
 
Be sure to stop by the vendor displays!
BitLyft Security
Crossroads Mobile Maintenance
ELUS Company
Franklin Energy Services
Irby Utilities
Kriz-Davis, a Division of Border States
MC Power Companies
Michigan CAT
M.J. Electric, LLC
The Okonite Co.
Osmose Utilities Services
Power Line Supply
PowerLink
RESCO
Utilities Instrumentation Services
Utility Sales & Service

MMEA would like to thank the following MMEA 
2018 Fall Conference sponsors and vendors who 
have registered so far:
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Employment

Holland Board of Public Works
Line Worker
Reports to: Linecrew Supervisor
Job Summary: This position is responsible for 
construction and maintenance of electric power lines, 
substations and street lighting.

Essential Duties
• Construct, maintain and repair power lines for 

street lighting, power and light distribution and 
other purposes.

• Install high voltage metering equipment.
• Install poles, cross arms, streetlights, wires, 

transformers, and regulators.
• Participate in established stand by schedule and 

may be called to assist other when problems 
develop due to emergency situations.

• Use ropes, blocks, shovels, wrenches, rulers, 
pliers, connectors, chain saws, hammers, pike 
poles, and related tools and equipment associated 
with Line Worker trade.

• Make service connections, hang transformers, dig 
holes for poles and anchors.

• Operate all necessary equipment in the operation, 
maintenance and construction in an electrical 
distribution system; including drills, generators, 
deadman and override switch along with various 
hand tools.

• Know the principles and perform bucket and pole 
top rescue.

• Install various street lighting fixtures.
• Provide technical leadership and maintain quality 

standards with Line Worker Apprentices.
• Perform all other tasks as assigned.

Essential Qualifications
• High school diploma or equivalent.
• Working knowledge of the tools, materials 

and methods used in line construction and 
maintenance work.

• At least three years’ experience in construction 
work.

• Ability and skill in climbing poles and working 
at moderate heights with wires energized at high 
voltages.

• Residency within 20 miles of municipal boundary.
• Valid Michigan Driver’s License with CDL.

Preferred Qualifications
• WorkKeys scores of (reading – 5, workplace 
observation - 4, locating – 4).

Certification Preference
• Successful completion of a multi-year electric line 
worker apprenticeship program; US Department of 
Labor recognized preferred.

Physical Requirements & Working Conditions
• Ability to lift, pull, push and carry up to 50 

pounds.
• Ability to climb vertical ladders and poles.
• Ability to hear vocal instructions from 45 feet in 

the air.
• Ability to visually monitor overhead work.
• Must be able to extend, twist and pull.
• Work includes proximity to environmental 

hazards associated with electrical, mechanical 
and/or power equipment.

• Work includes frequent exposure to extreme hot 
or cold weather conditions.

This job description is intended to describe the 
general nature and level of work being performed by 
a person assigned



MMEA Currents Page 17



MMEA CurrentsPage 18

Employment

Holland Board of Public Works
Electric Distribution Engineer-
ing Supervisor
Reports to: Electric Transmission & 
Distribution Superintendent

Job Summary: This position is responsible 
for supervising and supporting employees in 
the electric Engineering Department as well 
as the activities related to the engineering and 
design of the HBPW electric transmission and 
distribution systems.

Essential Duties:
• Supervise and evaluate all work of 

Engineering Department personnel 
including electrical engineers, technicians 
and draftspersons dedicated to operational 
efficiency and effectiveness.

• Responsible for safety, training, coaching 
and general guidance to Engineering 
Department personnel. Prepare and approve 
work orders, plans, specifications and cost 
estimates for construction of electric system 
projects.

• Responsible for implementation and ongoing 
development of engineering Geographical 
Information System applications.

• Prepare material and design standards for the 
electrical distribution system.

• Provide technical assistance to field 
personnel and other support staff to ensure 
electrical system integrity.

• Identify, evaluate and prepare long range 
plans for transmission and distribution 
system improvements and modifications.

• Assist industrial and commercial customers 
on all aspects of electrical service and future 
planning for their facilities.

• Develop and maintain departmental budget.

• Function as project manager on large distribution 
and substation projects.

• Perform all other tasks as assigned.

Essential Qualifications
• Bachelor’s degree in engineering for an ABET 

accredited program; or equivalent education and 
experience.

• At least four years’ experience in electric 
utility engineering, including some supervisory 
experience.

• Interpersonal skills necessary to manage the 
activities of a diverse group of employees and to 
work productively with all levels of organizational 
personnel.

• Preferred Qualifications
• WorkKeys Gold Level (reading – 5, math – 5, 

locating – 5).

Physical Requirements & Working Conditions
• Normal office environment with minimum 

discomfort due to noise, dirt and dust.
• Mental ability to work on projects requiring 

concentration and attention to detail with frequent 
disruptions due to people and/or telephone calls.

This job description is intended to describe the 
general nature and level of work being performed 
by a person assigned to this position. It is not to 
be construed as an exhaustive list of all job duties 
assigned to or required of this position.
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Pruitt Resigns as Head 
of EPA, Wheeler Named 
Acting Administrator
By Paul Ciampoli

President Donald Trump on July 
5 said that he has accepted the 
resignation of Scott Pruitt as 
the Administrator of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.

EPA Deputy Administrator 
Andrew Wheeler was named 
acting Administrator for the 
federal agency. Wheeler, a 
former staff member for Sen. 
James Inhofe, R-Okla., and coal 
industry lobbyist, was confirmed 
by the Senate on April 12 and will 
become acting EPA Administrator 
effective July 9.

Pruitt was sworn in as EPA chief 
on February 17, 2017. He has 
faced calls in recent months 
from many Democrats and some 
Republicans to step down in 
light of scandals involving travel 
expenses, office purchases, and 
more.

While Pruitt was leading the 
regulatory reform efforts at EPA, 
regulatory reform is expected 
to continue to be an important 
objective of the EPA under the 
Trump administration.  

APPA News
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517-323-8346
e-mail: MMEA@Mpower.org

Board of Directors

Bill Cook, President
Zeeland Board of Public Works

Ray Anderson, Vice President
City of Norway

Tom Tarkiewicz
City of Marshall

Richard Peffley
Lansing Board of Water & Light

Tom Richards
City of Harbor Springs

John Peck
Croswell Light & Power Department

John Griffith
City of Sturgis

Kevin Cornish
Village of Clinton

 
NON-VOTING MEMBER

Patty Martindale
City of Bay City

Dennis Hicks
Currents Editor

dennis.hicks@icloud.com

Calendar of Events
September 12–14 MMEA Fall Conference, Island Resort   
 & Casino, Escanaba, MI

September 14        MMEA Board of Directors Meeting,   
 Escanaba, MI

October 10 MMEA Board of Directors Meeting,   
 Lansing, MI

November 7  MMEA Board of Directors Meeting,   
 Lansing, MI

Fast Facts
Seniors who are concerned about the 
cost of running air conditioning can go to 
a friend’s house that has air conditioning, 
an area cooling center, the local mall, the 
senior center, or a movie theater to get 
out of the heat.


